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The insect is a gnat and it is walking around the stamens—the male parts that 
produce pollen.  
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The leaves smell bad for protection to deter animals and insects that might eat the 
leaves. The unpleasant smell in the flower is attracting pollinators like flies and 
beetles that think something is rotting. 
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Hepatica flowers can be shades of white, pink, blue and purple.
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Evergreen leaves enables the plant to make food (photosynthesize) during any warm 
days in winter and spring.
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Trilliums have 3 whorled leaves, 3 green sepals, 3 petals and the top of the pistil is 3-
lobed. It has 6 stamens (3 x 2). 
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The unpleasant smell attracts flies and beetles to pollinate the flower. 
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The green center is the female part of the flower called the pistil which develops into 
a fruit. 
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This stage of the life cycle would be called seed dispersal. 
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The pollen in this plant is pink! 
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This plant is in the Lily Family and the specking on the leaves reminded people of the
coloring on a fish called trout. 
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This beetle is hanging on to the green pistil and orange stamens.  The petals and 
sepals are yellow and hard to tell apart.
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Wild Ginger flowers are on the ground to attract pollinators that live in the leaf litter 
like ground beetles, ants, and other insects.

32



Although this Wild Ginger has similar taste and smells of the commercial Ginger they 
are not related to each other.
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Marsh Marigold has many yellow stamens that surround many green pistils. Each 
flower will have many fruits (one from each pistil) developing in the center.
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Some bees tongues are too short to reach the nectar at the base of the bluebell 
flower. So they chew a hole in the base of the flower so their short tongues can now 
reach the nectar. We call these thieves “Robber Bees” since they don’t help move the 
pollen but still get the nectar rewards. 
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Trilliums have 3 whorled leaves, 3 green sepals, 3 petals and the top of the pistil is 3-
lobed. It has 6 stamens (3 X 2). 
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This plant has 5 green sepals. 
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The female flowers are on the right. The spiky green pistils develop into red fruits. 
The male flowers on left whither away after producing the pollen.
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Mayapples flower in May and have a fruit that reminded people of apples. 
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This position prevents rain from diluting the nectar. It also makes if difficult for many 
crawling insects to get to the nectar. Yet bees,
that pollinate the flower, have no difficulty landing on the hanging blossoms and 
gathering nectar and pollen. 
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